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Prote ſtants at Parit, We. 1. 


T HERE are no Principles of Mo- 
FF rality more univerſally. received, 
and that make deeper Impreſſions 
on the Minds of all Men, that re 
neceſſary for the good of human Society, 
and do more reſemble the Divine Perfecti- 
ons, than Truth and Goodneſs: So that, if 
our Saviour denounced a Woe againſt thoſe 
who teach Men to break the leaſt of his 
Commandments, what may they look for, 
who deſign to ſubvert theſe that may be 
_ . juſtly called the greateſt of them 

_ That the Church of Nome teaches Barba- 
rity and Cruelty, againſt all who receive not 
. 1 theif 


41 
their Opinions, and that Hereticks are to be 
delivered to ſecular Princes, who muſt burn 
them without Mercy⸗; or if they have either 
Bowels or Conſcience, ſo that they will not 
be the Inſtruments of their Cruelty, that 
they ſhall loſetheir Kingdoms or Dominions, 
is known to all that have read the Decrees 
of the IV Council in the Lateran, The 
Violation of Public Faith, was alſo decreed 
by, another of their General Councils at 
Conſtanceb; in which, notwithſtanding the 
Rafe Conduct that Sigiſmund had granted to 
FJobn Huſſè and Ferome of Prague, care was 
not only taken that they ſhould be burnt, 
but they made it a ſtanding Rule for the 
time to come, That tho Hereticks came to 
the Place of Judgment, truſting to their ſafe 
Conduct, and would not have come without 
it; yet the Prince who granted it, was un- 
der no Obligation by it, but the Church 
might proceed to Cenſures and Puniſhment. 
By theſe Decrees, Cruelty and Treachery 


are become a Part of their Doctri me, and 


-they may join them to their Creed, upon 
as good Reaſons as they can ſhew for ma- 
ay of their other Additions, | 
The Nature of Man is not yet fore fs 
| Jew; as/cafily to hear theſe things without 
Horror: t therefore it is fit they ſhould be 
kept among the Secrets of their Religion, 
: till a fit eg appear, in which they 
11 —  » 89. 19. | 
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may ſerve a turn: and then we need not 
doubt but they will be made uſe of. If any 
will be ſo charitable to their Church, as not 
eaſily to believe this, the Hiſtory of the Pa- 
riſian Maſſacre may ſatisfy — to the full: 


which Thuanus ſays, was a pitch of Barba- 
rity beyond any thing that former Ages had 
ever ſeen: and if the 1r:/þ Maſſacre, flow- 
ing from the ſame Spirit, and the ſame Prin- 
ciples, had not gone beyond it, we might 
have reaſonably concluded, that it could ne- 
ver be matched again. But we may be 
taught from ſuch Precedents, what we ought 
to expect, whenever we are at the Mercy of 
Perſons of that Religion, who, if they be 
true Sons of the Church of Rome, muſt re- 
nounce both Faith and Mercy to all Here- 
ticks. 
I ſhall give the Relation of this Maſſacre 
from that celebrated late Writer of the 
French Hiſtory, Mr. de Mezeray, only add- 
ing ſome Paſſages out of Thuanus, Davila, 
and others, where he is, defetive, . 
_ ſhall premiſe a ſhort Repreſenta- 
tion of the Civil Wars of France, which 
are made uſe of as the Arguments for jul- 
tifying that Cruelty, and by which they 
do ſtill blemiſh the EN Religion, as 
teaching Rebellion againſt Princes. 
During the Reign of Francis I. and Hen- 
ry Il. the Proteſtant Religion got great feot- 
ing in France; the uſual Severities of the 
n Church 
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Church of Rome were then employed to 

extirpate it; yet tho' their Numbers were 
very great, and the Perſecution moſt ſevere, 
they made no Reſiſtance. But upon the 
Death of Henry II, Catbarine de Medici, 
the Queen Mother, with the Cardinal of 
Lorrain, and the Duke of Guiſe, took the 
Government in their Hands; pretending 
that the King (Francis II.) was of Age, be- 
ing then Sixteen e. The Princes of the 
Blood, on the other hand, alledged, that 
the Kingdom ought to be under a Regency 
till the King was at leaſt Twenty two Years 
of Age; ſince Charles VI. had been admit- 
ted at that Age to the Government, as a 
particalar Mark of their Eſteem of him: 
So that tho' the Age of Majority was at 
Twenty five Years, and that was a ſingular 
Exception from a general Rule, yet at fur- 
_ theſt, it ſhewed that the King could not 
aſſume the Government before he was Two 
and twenty. 3k 3 

It vas alſo an undoubted Right of the 
Princes of the Blood, to hold the Regency, 
during the Minority of their Kings: and to 
adminiſter it, by the Direction of the Par- 
liaments, and the Aſſembly of the States. 
Upon theſe Points, many things were writ- 
ten on both fides. The Princes of the 


_ © Thuanus. The abftract of the Books auritten upon the Head, 
is in the Voluminous, but Anonymous Hiftorian of theſe Wars, 
printed at Pans, An. 1581, 4 Thuanus 4b, 16. 
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Blood pretended, they were excluded from 
the Government, againſt Law, and upon 
that were projecting how to poſſeſs them- 
ſelves of the Power; which, with the Per- 
ſon of the King, were violently kept from 
them. But the Prince of Conde being ad- 
viſed to it, by Coligny then Admiral of 
France, did alſo declare for mitigating the 
Severities againſt the Proteſtants. This 
being the Caſe, that the Point was truly di- 
ſputable, no Man can blame the Poteſtants, 
for joyning with their Friends, againſt their 
Enemies. And yet this Plot was driven 
no further, than an endeavour to take the. 
King out of the Hands of his Mother, and 
the Brothers of Lorrain, who were all 
Foreigners. The chief promoter of it, was 
a Papiſt, Renaudy, and it was diſcovered 

Avennelles, who tho' he was moiſt firm 
to his Religion, being a Proteſtant, yet 
baving an Averſion to all Plots, revealed it. 
out of ſcruple of Conſciene. 

Soon after this Diſcovery, Francis II. 
died, and his Brother that ſucceeded 
him, Charles IX, was, without diſpute, 
under Age, he not being then full eleven 
Vears old. And according to the Reſolu- 
tion of many great Lawyers, in the caſe 
of his Brother, the Kingdom ought to have 
been under a Regency, during all the Wars 


1 Thuanus, Mezeray. | 
that 
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that preceded the Maſſacre, for he was then 
but two and twenty, At firſt, it was 
agreed to, that the King of Navarre as the 
firſt Prince of the Blood, ought to be Re- 
gent; but he being wrought on, by the 
Queen Mother and her Party, and drawn 
over to them, the Lawyers were again ſet. 
to examine, How far the Power of the Re- 
gent did extend: Many publiſhed their 
Opinions. That the other Princes of the 
Blood ought to have their ſhare in the Re- 
gency, and that the Regent might be 
checkt by the Courts of Parliaments, and 
were ſubject to an Aſſembly of the States. 

The chief Point of State, then under 
Conſideration, was, what way to proceed 
with the Proteſtants, whoſe Numbers grew 
daily, and were now more confiderable, 
having ſuch powerful Heads, A ſevere 
Edict came out againſt them in July 1561, 
condemning all Meetings for Religious 
Worſhip, except thoſe that were celebrat- 
ed with the Rites of the Church of Rome, 
baniſhing all the Proteſtant Miniſters, and 
appointing the Biſhops to proceed againſt 
Hereticks, with this only Mitigation of for- 
mer Cruelties, That Baniſhment ſhould be 
the higheſt Puniſhment. But the Nation 
could not bear the Execution of this: So 
next Fanuary, there was a great Aſſembly 
' called, of the Princes of the Blood, the 
= 1 804 Counſellors, and eight Courts of Par- 
ö | liament 


f 
# 


= — 
Wow ro wir er er Wn — — — 


— = — — 
— 4 2 —— 


| 
bs] 
liament, in which the Edict that carried the 
Name of the Month, was paſſed. By it, the 
free Exerciſe of that Religion was tolerated, 
and the Magiſtrates were required, to puniſh 
all who ſhould hinder, ot interrupt it. 

f Not long after, the Duke of Guiſe did 
diſturb a meeting of Proteſtants at Yaſh, 
as he was on his Journey to Paris; his 
Servants began with reproachful Words, 
and from theſe they went to Blows. It | 


ended in a throwing of Stones, one of 
which hurt the Duke, but that was fevere- 


ly revenged ; about ſixty were killed, and 
two hundred wounded, no Age nor Sex 
being ſpared. Upon this he encouraged 
the Violation of the Edict every where; 
ſo that it was univerſally broken, The 
| King of Navarre joyned with him in theſe 
Courſes; but the Prince of Conde, that was 
next to him in the Royal Blood, declared 
for the Edits: Many a Lawyers were 
of Opinion, that the Regent's Power was 
not ſo vaſt as to ſuſpend, or break the Edict, 
and that therefore the People might follow 
any Perſon, much more the next Prince of 
the Blood, in Defence of it. This Plea 
was yet ſtronger, before the Vear ended, 

for the King of Navarre being killed, the 
Prince of Conde was then by the Law of 


France, the Rightful Regent: So that all 


the Wars that followed afterwards, till the 
| f Davila /b. 3. 
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Year 1 570, had this to be ſaid for them, 
That in the Opinion of very Learned Men, 
the King was all that while under Age, 
That the Edicts were broken, the Kingdom 
governed by a Woman, and Foreigners, 
againſt Law, and that the. Lawful Regent 
was excluded from the Government ; which 
made King Fames, . whoſe Judgement is 
not to be ſuſpected in this Cale, always 
Juſtify the Proteſtants in France and excuſe 
them from Rebellion. | 
This is a Piece of Hiſtory little under- 
ſtood, and generally made uſe of, to ble- 
miſh the Reformation; therefore I thought 
it neceſſary to introduce the following Re- 
htion, with this juſt Account of theſe Wars, 
that were the pretended Grounds, with 
which the Houſe of Guiſe covered their 
own Ambition, and Hatred of the Family 
of Bourbon. - 
After France had ſuffered all the Miſe- 
Ties, which a Courſe of Civil Wars, for ten 
Years together, carries after it, the King 
was adviſed to ſet on foot a Treaty of Peace; 
not ſo much out of a Deſign to quiet Mat- 
ters, by a happy Settlement, as to enſnare 
the Proteſtants into ſome fatal Trap, in 
which they being catched, might be ſafely 
and eaſily deſtroyed. The chief Authors 
of this Advice, were the Queen Mother, 
the Cardinal of Lorrain, the Duke of Ne- 
vers, the Count of Rets, and Biragne; 
: = the 
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the laſt three were Italiaus, and fo better 
fitted both for deſigning and carrying on ſo 
wicked a Council, to which the Duke of 
Anjou, afterwards A the third, was 
alſo admitted. 
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« They ſaid the Extirpation of Hereſy 
might be done much cheaper than by a 
Civil War. It was fit firſt to grant the 
Proteſtants what Conditions they deſi- 
red, then to treat them with all poſſible 
ada ; by which their Jealouſies were 
to be once extinguiſhed; and a Confi- 
dence being begotten in them, then te 


draw the chief Heads of the Party to 


Court, upon ſome ſpecious Attractive, a 
there they were ſure of them. The firſt 


Bait to be offered, was the Marriage of 


the King's Siſter to the King of Navarre, 
and if that ſucceeded not, they were tg 
invent ſtill a new one, till they found 


that which would do the Buſineſs. All 


the Danger of this Council was, that 
the Pope and the King of Spain would 
be much provoked by it; and there 


might be ſome hazard of Tumults, a- 


mong the zealous People of France, if the 
King ſeemed to favour the Hereticks too 
much. But they reckoned, that when 
the Deſign took effect, all who might be 
diſcontented with the Appearance of 

Favour ſhewed to them, would be well 
ſatisfied, and the more the Pope and Spa- 
"ihe w 2 niard 
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& njard complained of it, it would advance 
te their chief End, of creating a Confidence 
ec in the Proteſtants more effectually. Thus 
were their Councils laid. s The Room 

which this was firſt projected was the Coun- 
eil Chamber of Blois, where, ſixteen Vears 
after, the Duke of Guiſe was killed, by 


Henry the third's Orders. And it was more 


fully concluded in that Chamber at St. Clou, 
where the ſame Henry the third was mur- 
dered by a Dominican. 

The Deſign being agreed on, the Queen 
Mother made ſome of her Spies, —_ 
the Proteſtants, aſſure them, that ſhe hate 
the King of Spain mortally, both on her 
Daughter's account, that was his Queen, 


and as was univerſally believed, had been 


poyſoned by his Orders: as alſo upon the 
Conſideration of her own Family of Flo- 


rence, to which the Spaniard was then an 
uneaſy Neighbour, and who deſigned to take 


the Territory of Siena out of their Hands, 
It was reaſonable enough to believe, that 
= ſuch Motives, a Woman of her 

emper would ſet on a War with Spain. 


The King did alſo expreſs a great Inclina- 
tion to the ſame War, and to undertake 
the Protection of the Netherlands, which 
were then under the Tyranny of the Duke 


pf Alva's Government. This wanted not 


8 fair Pretence, Flanders havin g been for- 


6 Thuanus 4b, 49. "0 
| merly 
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merly ſubject to the Crown of France. He 
alſo ſeemed weary of the greatneſs of the 
Duke of Guiſe and his Party, which a civil 
War did ſtill encreaſe. | 
The King and the Queen Mother em- 
ployed alſo in theſe Meſſages Biron, Memo- 
rancy, Cofſe and others, who were Men of 
great Integrity, and had much Friendſhip 
for the Queen of Navarre and the Admi- 
ral, that were the Heads of the Proteſtant 
Party. The Queen of Navarre was ſenſi- 
ble of the great Advantages her Son would 
receive from ſuch an Alliance. An Army 
was alſo promiſed her, for the recovery of 


ber Kingdom from the Spaniard; which 


had been eaſily regained if the Crown of 
France had afliſted her; ſince the Southern 
Parts of France were almoſt all Proteſtants, 
wo would have willingly ſerved her againſt 
Spain. Only ſhe being a moſt religious 

Woman, had great Apprehenſions of the 
Unlawfulneſs, at leaſt the extreme Danger 
of matching her Son to one of a different 
Religion; therefore ſhe took ſome time to 
| conſider of that Part of the Propoſition. 
The Admiral was very weary of the Civil 
War, it both ruined his Country and ſlacken- 
ed the diſcipline of War, which he had for- 
merly obſerved with a Roman Severity. He 
thought the Conqueſt of the Netherlands 
would be an eaſy and a great Acceſſion to 

the Crown ; he knew there was none ſo like- 


ly 
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ly to be employed in it as himſelf, and, he | 
was reſolved to carry all the Soldiers of the 


Religion with him. And being Admiral, 
he alſo deſigned to raiſe the greatneſs of the 


Crown both at Sea, and in the New-found 


World, which was then ſending over an in- 
credible deal of Wealth to Spain; in which 


the Spaniards who had landed in Florida, 


and killed a Colony of the French, that 


was ſettled there, had given juſt Cauſe to 
make War upon them. Therefore as he 
Had often expreſſed his being ſo averſe to 


a Civil War, that he could no longer look 
on and ſee the Miſeries it brought on his 
Country;. ſo he was made believe, the 


King did in good earneſt intend to aſſiſt 


the Flemings, which being, both againſt 
the Spaniard, and in defence of thoſe of 


'the ſame Religion, he would by no means 
hinder, ROT . 
- Upon theſe Conſiderations, there was a 
Peace concluded between the King and the 


Proteſtants, by which the free Exerciſe of 
their Religion was granted ; fome cautio- 
nary Towns were alſo put in their Hands 


to be kept by them, two Years, till there 


were a full Settlement made of the Edicts, 
and the other things agreed to, for their 


Security. The King acted his Part with 


all the Artifice poſſible; he became much 
kinder to the Family of Momorancy, and 
the reſt of the Admiral's Friends, and ſeem- 

| = ed 
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ed to neglect thoſe of Lorrain. He threat- 
ened the Parliament of Paris, becauſe they 
made ſome Difficulty in paſſing the Edict 
in favour of the Proteſtants. He went ſe- 
cretly to meet with Lewis Count of Naſſaw, 


and treated with him about the Wars of the 


Netherlands. He married the Emperor's 
Daughter, who was thought a Proteſtant 
in his Heart. He entred in a Confede- 
racy with Q. El:zabeth: and the Cardinal 

of Chaflilion (the Admiral's Brother, who 
had renounced his red Hat, and turned a 


| Proteſtant) being then in England, was em 


ployed to ſet on foot a Treaty of Marriage 
between the Duke of Anjou and the Queen: 
A Peace was alſo made with the Princes of 


the Empire, And tho' both the Spaniſh 


Ambaſſador and the Legate did all they 
Could to hinder the Peace, and the Marri- 
age of the King of Navarre, yet they ſeem- 
ed to make no account of that at Court: 
only the King gave the Legat great Aſſur- 
ances of his Fidelity to the Apoſtolick See, 
and that all that he was doing, was for the 
Intereſt of the Catholick Religion. And 
taking him one Day by the Hand: „ He 
« deſired him to aſſure the Pope, that his 
« Deſign in this Marriage, was that he 
* might be revenged on thoſe that were E- 

* nemies to God, and Rebels againſt him- 


6: COLI and that he would either * 


h Caten. Vita de Pio Quinto. 
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« them ſeverely, and cut them all in pieces, 


« or loſe his Crown. All which he would 


« do in- compliance with the Advices he 
« had received from the Pope, who had 
« continually ſet him on to deſtroy them ; 
« and he ſaw no way of doing it ſo ſecure- 


- « ly, as by getting them once to truſt him, 


« having try'd all other Methods 1n vain.” 
And for a Pledge of his Faith, he offered 
him a Ring of great Value ; which the Le= 
gate refuſed to take, pretending that he ne- 
ver took Preſents from any Prince, and 
that the Word of ſo great a King, was a 
better Security than any Pledge whatſoever. 
Upon all theſe Demonſtrations of Friend- 
ſhip made to the Proteſtants, it was no 
wonder if Perſons of ſuch Candour, as the 
Queen of Navarre, and the Admiral, were 
deceived. The Admiral went firſt to Court, 


Where he was received by the King with. 


the greateſt Shew of Kindneſs and Reſpect 


that was poſſible, He embraced him thrice, 


Jaid his Cheek to his, ſqueezed his Hand, 
called him Father, and left nothing un- 


done that might poſſeſs him with a firm 
Opinion of his Friendſhip. Nor was the 


Queen-Mother leſs officious to expreſs her 
Kindneſs to him. He was allowed to keep 


fifty armed Gentlemen about him. An hun- 


dred thouſand Franks were ſent him, for 


- furniſhing his Houſes that had been ſpoiled- 


during the Wars; And, which was more 
4 


[17 J. 


than all the reſt, when Complaints were 
carried by him to the King, of ſome who 
violated the Edicts, great Inſolencies being 
committed in many Places; the King orde- 
red them to be exemplarily puniſhed. 80 
that there was a general repi ning over all 
France, at the King's Kindneſs to him. 
The King had alſo told him, that now he 
had got him near him, he would never fuffer 
him to leave him any more. 
The Deſign ſucceeding ſo well on the 
Admiral, the Propoſition of the Marriage 
was alſo carried on; and the Queen of Na- 
dvarre was next brought to Court, but ſoon 


alter died (as was generally believed) of Pot- 
ſeon, that was given her in ſome perfumed 


Gloves; to conceal which, the Chirurgeons 
that opened her, would not touch her 
Head, but pretended the died of an Im- 
poſthume in her Side. The Cardinal of Caſti- 
lion was alſo at that time poiſoned, which 
though afterwards confeſſed by him that 
had done it, yet was not then ſo much a a 
. ſuſpected, 
| The King ſeem' d more and more ſet on 
the War in Flanders, He ſent both to 
England, and Germany, to conſult about the 


” Preparations for it, and had agreed with the 


Prince of Orange, about the Divifion 
of the Netherlands: That all on their ſide 
of 1 ſhould come to the Crown of 
France: And what * on the other Pp 

ls p- 


EE | 
of it, ſhould belong to the States. He ſent 
a Proteſtant his Ambaſſador to Conſtanti no- 
ple, to engage the Grand Seignior unto a 
War witk Spain. He alſo furniſhed the 
Count of Naſſau with Money, and ſent 
ſome of his beſt Captains with him to try, 
if they could ſurprize any Towns near the 
Frontier, who did their part ſo dexterouſly, 1 

that Mons was ſurpriſed by the Count of 0 
Naſfſaw, and Valenciences by La Noiie ac- 
-cording to Mezeray, tho he ſeems to be 
miſtaken as to Valenciennes, for Thuanus 
and Davila fay nothing of it; but mention 
Mons only. And Veremundus Friſius, who 
wrote thei Hiſtory of that Maſſacre the Year 1 
after, ſays, That they miſſed their Deſign 
in ſurpriſing Valenciennes, upon which they 
went to Mons and carried it. Upon this 
all reckoned that the King was now engaga- , 
ged, and the War begun. So the King of 
Navarre, and the Prince of Conde, were 
brought to Court, and received with all the 
Marks of a firm Frendſhip, that could be 
invented. A Diſpenſation was obtained 
from the new Pope for the Marriage. Ve- 
remundus ſays; Pope Pius the V. had al- 
ways oppoſed it, but upon the Cardinal of 
\ Alexandria's return to Rome, who went 
to aſſiſt in the Conclave, where Gregory 
XIII was choſen the new Pope; eaſily 
 Sranted the Bull, which was believed to 


i Printedat Edinburgh, 1573. 


have 


A War. 


1 


have flowed from the Information he re- 


ceived from that Cardinal, of the King's 


Deſign in this Marriage, which to be ſure 
his Holineſs would neither obſtruct nor de- 


lay. So the Bull being ſent to the Cardi- 
nal of Bourbon, the Day was ſet, and the 


Chief Heads of the Proteſtants were all 
drawn into Paris, partly to aſſiſt at the 


Solemnities of a Marriage which they ho- 
ped would put an End to all their Trou- 
bles; partly to get Charges in the Army, 


which all People believed would be com- 
manded by the Admiral. Only many of 
the mail, of them had followed Jenlis and 


La Noiie into Flanders, where it was in- 


| tended to abandon them, to the Cruelty of 
the Duke of Alva, who had intercepted 
and cut off a great Body of them com- 
manded by Jenlis. The Admiral preſſed 
the King, to declare the War immediately; 
foreſeeing that unleſs it followed ſuddenly, 


his Friends that had ſuprized theſe Towns, 


would be deſtroyed, and the whole Deſign | 
ſpoiled. But the King put him off with 
Delays, in which he expreſſed much Con- 
fidence in him, by telling him the ſecret 


Grounds he had to diſtruſt almoſt every 
Perſon about him: and that therefore he 


muſt of Neceſſity ſettle his Court and Coun- 


cils firſt, before he could enter upon ſuch 
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But now the Deſign being ripe, the 
Duke of Gui/e, to whom it had alſo been 


communicated, was employed to gather 
many deſperate Men about him, who might 
be fit to execute all Orders; and the thing 
getting into more Hands, took Wind, ſo 

that they at Roche/ being informed of ſome 
ſuſpicious Paſſages, wrote to the Admiral 
to diſabuſe him, and deſired he would 
leave the Court, and truſt no more to the 
fair Appearances he ſaw there; ſince theſe 
were only the Maſks of ſome great Mit- 
chief that was a framing. To them he 
| wrote a long Anſwer, and aſſured them, 
„ That the King's Heart was wholly chan- 

c ged, that there was never a better Prince 

cc in the World, and that for his own Part 
1 he would die a thouſand Deaths, rather 

_ « than ſuſpect him capable of ſo baſe a 
„ Defign. Then he laid before them all. 

ic the Reaſons which induced him to be- 
66 2 War with Spain was really in- 


1 tended, and therefore he deſired that 


him; hoe tol 


- « they would lay down their groundleſs 

e Jealouſies. And when ſome that were 
about him, ee the ſame things upon 
0 d them plainly, He would ra- 
ther be deſtroyed than make a new Rup- 


ture; and would be dragged at Horſe- heels 


through Paris, rather than begin another 
Civil War. His Authority was ſo great, 

and his Experience ſo approved, that the 
EE - | whole 
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whole Party ſubinitted to his Judgment: 


And he got ſome Cautionary Towns, that 
were by the Treaty of Peace to be reſtored 


at the End of Two Years, to be delivered 

up, three Weeks before the Time was e- 
lapſed: Only the Rochellers. were a little 
more apprehenſive, and would not receive 
a Garriſon. 


On the 17th of Auguſt v was the King of 


Navarre married, and four Days were 


ſpent in all the gallant Diverſions that are 


uſual on ſuch Occaſions, but were now per- 
formed with more than ordinary Magnifi- 
cence and Joy. 


Hitherto the Mine was working under- 
ground, and now it was time for it to play. 


| There was nothing could be blamed in the 


Conduct of the Proteſtants, but too much 
Candour, and too great Confidence. They 


of their Country, .and the Greatneſs of the 
Crown. They were cajol'd with the moſt 


_ engaging. Tokens of Friendſhip that ever 


were ſhewed on any ſuch Occaſion; they 


thought the King was ſincere, and being 
then but coming to be of Age, was takin ng 
r 


new. Meaſures. And he had ſo cove 


the Cruelty of his Temper, with a ſhew of 


Good-nature, thatthey expected they ſhould 


be moſt happy under binn. And for the 
Queen- Mother, tho' they knew her too 
well to put any 2 in her; yet her 


Fallon 
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knew they deſigned nothing, but the quiet 
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Paſſion forher Family, and her Revenge for 
the poiſoning of her Daughter made them 
think they were alſo well aſſured of her. 
And indeed fo deep and ſo refined a Diſſi- 
mulation was perhaps never before acted. 


There was but one Part of the King's De- 


ortment that could give any ground : for 


Jealouſy, the horrid and blaſphemous Oaths 


and Imprecations, which he made uſe of 
on all Occaſions to perſuade them of the 
reality of his Profeſſions; which always 
raiſe Suſpicion in ſober and wary Perſons. 
Theſe the King uſed fo frequently, that 


the Writers of that Time ſay, That he 


ſeldom ſpoke three Words without ſome 


errible Oath, or blaſphemous Expreſſion, 
which, from his ill Example, was fo ſpread ' 


over all France, that none but the Proteſi- 
ants ſpoke in any other ſtrain. 


But now when it fell under Conſidera- 
tion, how their Defigns ſhould be execu- 


ted, the Queen with her two [tal;an Con- 


fidents, the Count de Rets, and Birague, 


' who, next to the Proteſtants, hated the 
Houſe of Guiſe beyond all the World, yet 
diſſembling it moſt artificially; intended 


that the Buſineſs ſhould be ſo managed, as 


to ruin both the Proteſtants, and that Fa- 
mily at once: Therefore they thought, 


that if ſome of their Followers would aſ- 
ſaſſinate the Admiral, the Proteſtants would 


turn their Revenge on * and they.knew. 
9 the 
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the Parifians * be eaſily moved to 


riſe againſt the Proteſtants; and fo they 


reckoned, that if an Attempt was made 
upon the Admiral, by any of the Duke of 


 Guiſe's Creatures, his Party would pre- 


ſently take a ſevere Revenge on the Head 
of the Houſe of Guiſe, and the Parifans 


would be ſoon brought out to deſtroy 


them. 
They concealed this Part of their Deſign, 
and in the Cabinet-Council only propoſed, 


that the Duke of Guiſe would find ſome 
- Perſon to kill the Admiral, which ſhould 


paſs like an Act of Private Revenge; and 
they ſaid, they did not doubt, but the 
whole Party would upon that take Arms, 


and thereupon there would be a good Co- 
lour given, to bring out the City of Paris 
upon them. The Duke of Guiſe being 


young and hot, and boiling with Revenge 
for his Father's Blood, undertook it, not 
conſidering that himſelf might periſh in 
the firſt heat of Action, as ha Queen ho- 
ped he ſhould. He pitched on Maurenel, 
who had formerly aſſaſſinated another Per- 


3 ſon, and placed him in the Houſe of one that 
had been his Tutor, near St. German of 


Auxerre, where the Admiral uſed to paſs, 
as he went or came fromthe Louvre. 

It was now neceflary to execute their 
Deſign quickly, for the Proteſtants were 


Gy to 3 ſome „ They 
ſaw 
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r 
aw the King was reſolved, to let thoſe who 
had ſurprized the Towns in Flanders periſn, 
without ſending them any Relief. The 
Admiral was reſolved to take leave within 
a few Days: His Friend, the Duke of 
Montmorency, tho' no Proteſtant, yet ſaw 
the Storm coming, and retired to his 
* Houſe; and many little Circumſtances oc- 
curred, which gave them all juſt Cauſe of 
Fear: So the other Party had no Time to 
loſe. Therefore on the 224 of Auguſt, 
about Noon as the Admiral was going 
Home from the Court, reading a Paper 
that he had in his Hand, the Aſſaſſinate 
that was laid for him, ſhot him from the 
Houſe, where the Duke of Guiſe had pla- 
ced him; his Fuzee was charged with 
three Bullets, that were believed to be poy- 
ſoned. One of theſe carried away Part of 

the Fore-finger of his right Hand; the o- 


ther ſtuck in his left Arm, and the third 


miſſed him. He received it with great pre- 
fence of Mind, and pointed to the Houſe ' 
from whence it came; he alſo ſent one to 


the King to give him Notice of it, and 


then he ordered his Arm to be bound up, 
and ſo went Home leaning on his Servants, 
Some ran to the Houſe and broke into it, 
and found none there, fave a Lacquey and 
a Maid, and the Fuzee, which the Mur- 
derer had left behind him, when be made 
his eſcape. The King was in the Tenis- 
is 3 Court 


5 


N Court when the News were brou oht him: 
He perſonated a deep Reſentment, 295 ſaid 
in a oe. that ſeemed full of Affliction, 
and with a terrible Oath, Shall I never have 
quiet! and fo threw away his Racquet, and” 
went out in a Raye, The Duke of Galt 

did alſo counteffeit ſome Surpriſe. 
But they miſſed their Defigns, bothWays VS, 
for neither was the Admiral killed, nor 
/ did the Proteſtants fly out into any Diſor- 
der. TheKing of Navarreand the Prince 
of Conde, came upon this to the King to 
complain, and defired leave to go out of 
Town, ſince Men were not ſafe ſo near 
i © the Court. The King ſeemed to reſent it, 
more than they did, 1e with the hori- 
bleſt Oaths he could think of, ſwore he 
would execute ſuch a Revenge on all that 
were found guilty of it, whoeyer they were; 
that it ſhould never be forgotten; and de- 
ſired them to ſtay and be witneſſes of It; 
| | The Queen- Mother made alſo ſhew of in- 
flaming his Rage with moſt vehement Ex- 
preſſions, ſo that they were perſuaded to 
| ſtay. The King ordered the-Murderer to 
be purſued, the two Servants to be exami- 
ned, and all the Gates of Paris (except two) 
to be kept ſhut, The Admiral's carriage on 
this Obtafion was ſuitable to the reſt of 
his Behaviour, and equal to what the gteat- 
eſt Heroes had ever ſhewed, Ambroſe Par?, 
the famous Surgeon, dreſſed his Wound, 
he made the Inciſion into his Arm, that he 
5 D | * 
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might * out the Bullet, and did cut off 


bis Finger for fear of a Gangreen: But 


his Sciffar not being ſharp enough, he 
put him to extreme Pain, and did not 


cut it off but at the third Repriſe: during 


all which the Admiral expreſſed no Impa- 
patience nor Anger. But, as Pare told Thu- 


anus, he 1aid to Mr. * a Miniſter that 


ſtood by, Now I perceive that I am belo- 
ved of God, fince 1 ſuffer theſe Wounds 


or his moſt holy Name. And during the 


Operation, he often repeated theſe Words, 


O my God, forſake me not, and withdraw 


not thy wonted Favour from me! And 
whiſpered one that was holding his Arm, 


in the Ear, that he ſhould diſtribute: an 


hundred Crowns among the Poor of Paris. 


Next Day Damvil, Coſſe, and Villars, 
came to viſit and comfort him, but confeſſ- 


ed it was needleſs, for he expreſſed great R- 


ſolution of Mind and Readineſs to die, only 
he deſired to ſee the King and ſpeak with 
him before he died. Damvil and Teligny 


the Admiral's Son in Law) carried this 


eſſage to the King, who very readily 


yielded to it. The Queen-Mother appre- 


hending the great Genius of the Admiral, 
and fearing leſt the ſhould turn her Son 


to better Counſels, would needs go with 
the King. His two Brothers, with twelve 


of the chief Perſons in the Court, waited 
| Alfo on him, to make a ſhew of putting 
the more Honour on the Admiral, but 
7 really 
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really to watch the King, that he might 
have no Opportunity of ſpeaking with him 
alone. When the King came to his Bed- 
fide, he expreſſed the greateſt Tenderneſs 
poſſible, and in his Looks, and the Tone 
of his Voice counterfeited a moſt profound 
Sorrow, and ſaid to him, Lou, my Father, 
have received the Wound, but T feel the - 
Smart of it, and will puniſh it in jo ſevere 
2 Manner, that the like was never ſeen, 
The Admiral thank'd him, and told him, 
By his Wound, he might well perceive, 
who were the Authors of the Troubles 
of France, He preſſed him earneſtly 
to go. on with the War in Flanders, 
and not leave all thoſe Gallant - Perſons 
to the Duke of Alva's Inſolence and 
Cruelty, who had truſted to his Protection. 
He complained of the Violation of the 
Edict in ſeveral Parts of France; and deſi- 
red the King, to conſider how much it.con- 


cerned him both in Honour and Intereſt, -- 


to keep his Faith inviolated. The King 
gave him full Aſſurances of this, but avoid- 
ed the Diſcourſe of Flanders, and with re- 
peated Oaths told him, he would pu- 
niſn this Fact againſt him, as if it had 
been done againſt himſelf, Then the 
Admiral deſired to ſpeak privately with 
the King, which laſted not long; for the 
Queen-Mother apprehending what the 
Subject of his Diſcourſe might be, came 
to the Bed - ſde and told the ng, that ſo 
* 2 long 
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long a Converſation would much enge 
the Admirals Health, and ſo broke it off. 


Yet it ſeems, as ſhort as it was, it made 


dome Impreſſion, for when ſhe aſked the 
+ King, what it was that he had ſaid to him? 
He anſwered, He had adviſed him to reign 
 bimſelf, and he was reſolved to follow it. 
When this was over, the King aſked the 
Admiral's Friends, and the Phyficians many 
Queſtions about his Health, and propoſed 
for his greater Security, the carrying him 
40 the Louvre. But the Phylicians ſaid, 
he could not be ſafely removed. So after he 
had ſtaied an Hour he left him, during 
which Time he acted the Part, he en 
40 play, ſo well, That all the Witneſſes 
were ſatisfied with the Sincerity and Paſſion 
he expreſſed. - 
T The Court of Parliament examined the 
Mlaid, and Lacquey, that were taken in 


the Houſe from whence he was ſhot, a- 


bout the Murtherer : and many Preſump- 
tions appeared againſt the Duke of Guiſe, 
whoſe Servants, they found, had brought 
bim to that Houſe, and kad provided an 
Horſe for his eſcape. The King wrote 
that ſame Day both to his Ambaſſadors in 
& Parts, and to the Governors of the 
Provinces, ſhewing them what had befal- 
Jen the Admiral, — how much he reſent- 
ed it. The next Day being the 23d; the 
Duke of Gui/e and his Uncle the Dake of 


Aumale, came and gelited leave to go _ 
| Q 


all over the Town, and ſent Arms to 
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of Town. The King by his * and 
Carriage ſeemed to abhor them; and ſaid, 
they might do what they pleaſed; but as 
they went away, he faid, they might go 
whither they would, but he ſhould find 


them out, if they. appeared to be guilty of 


that F act. And fo they mounted on Horſe- 
back, and rode to the Port Sr. Antbony, as 
if they had intended to go out of Town, 
but came back. to Guiſe-bouſe ; and began 
to raiſe a great ſtir in Paris. They called 
many about them, and ſent their 3 
wers 


Places. When ae, of this was brought | 


to the Admiral, he ſent to the King to . 
ſire a Guard; ſo fifty were ſent under the 
Cammand:of Coſſeins, one of his bittereſt 
Enemies. But to cover the matter better, 
ſome of the King of Navarre's Swiſſes, 
were ſent to guard within his Houſe. The 
King did alſo order all the Papiſts that lay 


near his Houſe to remove their Lodgings, 


that the Proteſtants might have Convenien- 
cy to be about him, and gather together if 
there ſhould be any Tumult. He alſo de- 
fired the King of Navarre, and the Prince 
of Conde would gather about them their beſt 
Friends, that they might be prepared to de- 
fend themſelves, in caſe the Duke of Guiſe 
ſhould raiſe any Diſorders. 
All this ſeemed not only ſincere, but kind; 
and by thels Arts were the Proteſtants, 2 
| | only 


e 
only ſecured from their Fears, but had great 


hopes raiſed in them: And thus the — 
Part of them were brought within the Net 


that was laid for their Ruin. Only the Vice 


Lord (or Vidam) of Chartres ſaw thro' the 
Diſguiſe: And a Council of their Party be- 
ing held in the Admiral's Chamber, he ſpoke 
freely, and told them, the Admiral's Wound 


Was the firſt Act of the Tragedy, and more 


would ſoon follow. Therefore he propoſed, 
he might be carried to Chaſtilion, ill as he 
was, in which there was leſs danger, than 
to tay i in a Place where they and all their 
Friends would be ſuddenly deſtroyed. Te- 
ligny and others, that were fully perſuaded 


of the King's good Intentions, oppoſed this 


much, and ſaid, it would ſhew ſuch a Diſ- 
truſt of the King, as might for ever loſe him, 


that was then beginning to favour their 


Party. But the Vidam anſwered, that, ſtay 
who would, he would not ſtay longer than 
to Morrow, for he was aſſured their ſtay 
would be fatal to themſelves, and all their 
Friends. f 
There was a perfidious Perſon in that 
Aſſembly, one Bouchavennes, who was an 
Intelligencer to the Queen-Mother, and car- 
ried preſently an account of their Conſulta- 
tion to her. She and her Party were now 
preſſed with Time; therefore the Execution 
of their Deſign could be no longer delayed 
than the next Night. So the Council met 
and reſolved, that not only the Perſons of 


Quality 
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Quality of the Religion ſhould be killed, but 
that every one, of what Condition ſoever, 
that were — that Profeſſion, ſhould be maſ- 
ſacred. It was debated long, whether the 
King of Navarre and the Prince of Conde, 


ſghould periſh with the reſt? for the Duke of 


Guiſe's Party had a great mind to deſtroy the 
whole Family of Bourbon: but as for the 
King of Navarre, it was thought contrary 


to the Laws of Nations, of Hoſpitality, and 


of Nature, to murder a King, that had 
come under truſt to the Court, and was 
now ſo nearly allied to the King: And was 
guilty of no Crime, but what he had 
from his Education. So it was reſolved, 
he ſhould be ſpared, and made change his 
Religion. But for the Prince of Conde, he 
Was naturally fierce, and that Temper, 
joined with the Memory of his Father, 
made them leſs inclined to ſave him; only 
the Duke of Nevers, who had married his 
Wite's Siſter, interpoſed vigorouſly for him, 
and undertook that he. ſhould become a 
good Catholic, and a faithful Subject: And 
he prevailed, tho' with great difficulty, that 
he ſhould be ſpared. ' But for the reſt, it 
Vas agreed on, to raiſe the Town of Paris, 
and ſet them upon them, who were infla- 
med into ſuch a Rage againſt that Party, 
that they knew it would be an eaſy work 
to engage them in any ſort of Cruelty a- 
| gain them. 


T he Conduct of it was 5 committed to the 
| Doke 
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Duke of Guiſe, whoundertook it very chear= | 
fully. He did firſt communicate it to the 
Guards, and ordered them to keep a ſtrict 
Watch, both about the Louvre, and the Pla- 
ces where the Admiral and his Friends were 
lodged, that none might eſcape; then he de- 
fired the Provoſt Major) of Paris, and 
the chief Magiſtrates and Officers of the 
City, would meet at Midnight in the Town- 
houſe, where they ſhould receive their Or- 
ders. They met accordingly, and it was in- 
timated to them, that the King was now re- 
ſolved to deſtroy the Hereticks, who had ſo 
long diſtracted his Kingdom : that therefore 
evety one ſhould go to his Quarter, and have 
all People in readineſs, with the greateſt Se- 
crecy that might be, and that they ſhould 
have many Torches and Flambeaus ready, 
to light out at their Windows. The Sign 
ſhould be a white Linnen Sleeve on their 
Left Arm and a white Croſs in their Caps: 
. and at the tolling of the great Bell of the 
Palace, which ſhould be done near the. 
Break of Day, they | ſhould light their Torch- 
es and march. 


The King i in the mean while, was under — 


great Irreſolution. The Horror of the Fact, 
the Infamy that would follow it, and the 
Danger he might be in, if it either miſcar- 
ried, or were not fully executed, could not 


but fil him with Confuſion. But the Queen, 


who had overcome all the Impreſſions of 


- Tenderneſs and Pity, that are natural to her 


Sex, 


* 
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Sex, hearing of 3 it, came to him, and ſtudied 
to confirm him in his former Reſolutions, re- 
preſenting to him all the Trouble they had 
given him in the fermer Wars, and that he 
might expect yet worſe, if he would let go 
this Opportunity, of ſecuring the Quiet of his 
whole Reign. She knew how to work upon 
him ſo well, that in end ſhe prevailed, and 
the King ſwore deeply he would go through 
with it. Upon\that, ſhe being impatient, and 
fearing a new Furn in the King's Thoughts, 
made the Bell of Sz. Germans be tolled, which 
was the Warning for tolling that in the Pa- 
lace, 
T his fatal Signal was given the Morning of 
the 24th of Auguſt, St. Bartholomew's Day, 
being Sunday; and was followed with a ge- 
neral Riſing of the whole City of Paris. The 
M, arch of Soldiers, the Noiſe of their Arms, 
and the lightning of ſo many Torches, awa-. 
kened the poor Proteſtants, who now ſaw vi- 
ſibly that their Ruin was both near and inevi- 
table. Some of them went out to the Streets, 


great a Concourfe, and ſo many Torches and 
armed Men, at ſuch an Hour? Some anſwered, 
as. they had been inſtructed to ſay, till all 
things ſhould be ready y, that there was to be a 
mock Siege of a Fort in the Louvre, for the 
King's Diverſion. So they went forward to ſa- 
tisfy their Curioſity, but quickly found it 


| was a real Maſſacre, and not a mock Siege 


that was intended, and they were the firſt 
| E „ -*Sacth» 
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Sacrifices of that bloody Feſtivity. There 
were now about threeſcore thouſand Men 
brought together. The Duke of Guiſe, with 
his Uncle Aumale, reſolved firſt to ſatisfy 
their Revenge ,on the Admiral, and therefore 
went to his Gate, where Coſſeins kept guard, 
on deſign to betray him the more effectually. 
He called to open the Gate; which being A 
done, they killed the Porter and broke into 
the Court. But the King of Navarre's Swiſſes 
barricado'd the next Gate, and made ſome » 
Reſiſtance. This diſmal Noiſe awakened the | 
Admiral, who had firſt apprehended, it 
might be ſome Tumult of the Populace, : 
which he hoped the King's Guards would 
eaſily diſperſe. But when he perceived it 
encreaſed, then he ſaw he was to be deftroy'd. 
80 he took his Night-Gown and got up: 
; Thoſe that were about him were amazed 
at the Conſtancy of his Mind. His Miniſter 
Merlin prayed; and when that was ended, = 
he ſaid to thoſe that were about him, I ſee ö \ 
now what this will end in; but I am prepared 898 
to meet Death, which ] have often looked for, 
but was never afraid of: I account myſelf 
happy fence it is ſo near me, having in this my 
Death, through the Grace of God, the hope of 
Eternal Life, I need no more the Help of 
Men, therefore farewel, my Friends, and 
try how yon can ſave your ſelves, that you be 
not involved in my ruin, leſt by my Death J 
make more Widows than one: I have help 
' epough in the Preſence of God, into whoſe 
7 8 | Hands 


fat 


| Hands Icommit my Soul, whichis ſpon to be dif 
charged out of thisBody. All this he ſpoke with- 
out the leaſt Com motion or Appearance of 
Fear. Then thoſe about him left him, and got 
up to the Roof of the Houſe. By that Time 
the Murderers had broke in, and ſeven of them 
being all in Armour, came into his Chamber. 

Beſme, that had been one of the Duke of Guz/e's 
Grooms, advanced towards him; to whom 
he ſaid, Dung Man, you ought to reverence 


my grey Hairs, but you cannot ſhorten my 
Life much, They all ſtood a while amazed 


at ſuch undaunted Courage; and ſo compoſed 


a Behaviour, which, as one of them told Thu- 
anus, was the moſt extraordinary thing that 
ever he ſaw in his whole Life. Be/me did 
firſt thruſt him into the Belly, and then cut 
him over the Face: at which he fell; and 
the others ſtruck at him, till he was quite 
dead; The Duke of Guiſe being below in 
the Court, heard the noiſe, and called to 
them, to throw him out at the Window, 
which Beſme and another did. And either 
the Duke or the Count of Angouleſme (for 
it is differently reported) wiped his Face, 
which was disfigured with Blood, to know 
if it was he indeed, and, perceiving it was 
ſo, trampled on his Belly, and went away. 
An Italian cut off his Head, and carri- 
ed it firſt to the Queen- Mother and then, 
embalmed it, and ſent it to Rome, (not only 
as the Proteſtants ſay, which is diſingenuouſly 
added by Mezeray, for Thuanus affirms it:) 
5 E 2 Then 
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Then all the Ignominity and Barbarity poſſi- 

ble, was exerciſed about the dead Caraaſe, 

| his Fingers and Hands were cut off, his 
Body dragged about the Streets, thrown in 


the Sein, and hanged up in Chains, his Feet 
uppermoſt: and a Fire was ſet under to 
burn it, but it only dried it, and 2 not | 
conſume it, Some Days after Monmorancy 1 
cauſed it to be taken down fecretly, and 
buried it in his Chapel at Chantilly. 3 
Thus fell the Admiral, that, for all noble 
Qualities neceffary either to a great Captain 
or a compleat Stateſman, may be equalled 
to any of the ancient Greeks or Romans ; and 
for Piety and other Chriſtian Virtues, - was 
the Wonder of the Age he lived in. 
But the Cruelty of the Duke of Guiſe and 
his Party, was rather kindled than ſatiated 
with his Blood. So he and his Company 
went out to the Streets, and cried aloud, J7 
was the King's Command they ſhould go on, 
and finiſh what they had begun, And ſo the 5 1 
M ultitude was let looſe, to murder all that 
were of the Religion, and the Plunder of their 
Houſes was to be their Reward. This was 
followed with the moſt enraged and cruel 
8 Maſſacre that ever was heard of. It exceeded 
all that either the Heathens had done, or 
their Poets had feigned. Every Man ſeemed 
a Fury, and as if they had been transformed 
into Tigers and Wolves, out-did the very 
cruelty of Beaſts of Prey. The bare Re- 
lation of Matters of Fact is beyond all that 
* > Elo- 


[+] 


 Eloquence can invent, by which it may be 
. aggravated: and indeed a ſtrict Narratliy of 
What was really done, will appear ſome Ages 
bence, as a tragical Deſcription of an ima- 
ginary Cruelty, rather than a true Hiſtory, 
Five hundred Perſons of Quality were mur- 


and Mezeray. Perefixe the late B. of Paris 1 


| dered, and in all 4000 "he to T huanus 


 fays, there were twenty Lords of note killed, 
and twelve hundred Gentlemen, and between 
three- and four thouſand others. But Yere- 
mundus ſays, they were ten thouſand. | No 

Age nor Sex was ſpared; Huſbands and 


Wives were killed in one anothers Arms, af= 


ter they ſaw their Children murdered at their 
Feet. One butcher'd an innocent Babe, as 
it was playing with his Beard. Men of four- 
ſcore were not left to the courſe of Nature, 
but hewn down. Nor did a ſingle Death 


ſatisfie their brutal Rage, but they made them 


die many Deaths, before Death relieved them. 
One would cut off the Noſe, another the Ear, 


a third the Hands, and a fourth the Arms of 


the ſame Perſon, before they would be ſo 


EY _ merciful as to kill him out-right. Thoſe 


that fled up to the Tops of their Houſes, 
were made leap over to the Streets, where 
they were knocked down with Halberts, 
Such as ran out to eſcape through dark Paſ- 
ſages, were either inſtantly killed, or driven 
to the Sein, where they took Pleaſure to kill 
and drown them with much Art. Dead Bo- 
dies * all along the Seine, and were ly 
ing 


387 


ing in Heaps thorough the Streets. In man 
Places the Kennels ran Blood: There wag 


nothing to be heard but the howlings of 


mangled and dying Perſbns; or the horrid 
blaſphemies of their accurſed Butchers. They 


ſearched all the Corners of their Houſes, as 


Hounds purſuing for Prey. No Man delivered 


his Friend; no Hoſt had pity on his Gueſt: 


Only one brave Man ſaved his Enemy. 


The Louvre itſelf was full of Blood, and the 
dead Corpſes of thoſe whom the King. of Na- 
varre and Prince of Conde had brought about 


6 5 oS 


them for their Security, but where they expe- 


Red a Sanctuary, they found a Maſſacre, It 
is needleſs to reckon up the Names of thoſe no- 
ble Perſons who were then deſtroyed, for the 
Memory of Rochfoucant, Teligny, Renel, Piles, 
Pluvial, Baudine, Guerchy, Lavardin, Nom- 
par or La Force, and five hundred more will 
be ever facred ; yet in this Nation, where theſe 
Families are not known, the Recital would þe 


tedious and uſeleſs, Of all thoſe Guercby alone 
died with a Sword in his Hand, bat could hurt 


= none of thoſe that aſſaulted him, they having- 


Armour on them. 
This horrible Confuſion, gave the Alarm 


to thoſe who lay in the Suburbs on the other 


fide of the Seine to make haſte and be gone; 
and they, having no Suſpicion of the King 


himſelf, were thinking to have gone over and 
ſheltred themſelves within the Louvre: The 
Pariſians had now loſt all Order, and were 
"I fallen to plunder, fo chat they could. not be 


brou ght 
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brought together: Therefore the Duke of 
_ Guiſe ſent over ſome of the Siſſe Guards in 
Boats to kill them, and himſelf followed 
with ſome Horſe; and had it not been for 
the Miſtake of him who brought the wrong 
Keys of the Gate, thorough which he was to 

paſs, they had been all ſurprized before they 
had reſolved what courſe to take. But Day 
appearing, they ſaw enough to convince them, 
it was not time to delay any more: So in the 
greateſt Confuſion poſſible, they got. on 
Horſeback, and fled away. The Duke of 
Gurſe purſued them, but they were out of 
his reach, and not being ſtrong enough to 

defend themſelves, and keep in a Body, they 


diſperſed and eſcaped. 
But the Fury that they fled. from, conti- 


nued in Paris all that Day, and the two fol- 
lowing Days: in which nothing was left un- 
dane that ingenious and deſperate Cruelty. 
could fuggeit. Six hundred Houſes were pil- 
laged. And after ſuch a Glut of Blood, Mens 
Minds becoming ſavage, they fell to revenge 
private Enmities, even upon their Fellow Pa- 
piſts; many of whom were in the end alſo 
murdered, but thoſe were chiefly Monmo- 
rancy's F riends, who were thought cold i in 
the matter of Religion. | 

The moſt enraged of their Blood-hounds 
were Tanchou, Peſou, and Grefier a Gold- 
ſmith; the two former drove many to the 
Mills, and forced them to leap. from thence 

into the River, Peſou boaſted. to the King 
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| himſelf, that he had made an hundred and 
fifty leap that Night. And Thuanus ſays, he 
often heard Croſer ſay, That with that Hand 
he had killed 400: by which it ſeems he was 
thought ſo ſanctified, that he would live no 
longer a common Life, but as a ſacred Perſon 
went to an Hermitage; where yet his Cruelty 
left him not; for during the Wars of the 
League, he drew a Flemiſh Merchant into his 
Cell and murdered him there. Thus were the 
Proteſtants deſtroyed in Paris, witha Treache- 
ry and Cruelty that the uncivilized Nations 
had never ſhewed to one another, nor had the 


| | Heathens been ever guilty of any thing like it. 


towards the Chriſtians. The Precedent which 
the Church of Rome had formerly given in 
the Maſſacre of the Albigenſes, was the likeligft 
thing in Hiſtory to it for Barbarity ; but ne- 
ver had Treachery and Cruelty met together 
in ſuch a manner before this execrable Day. 
At Court all thoſe generous Impreſſions 
which follow noble Blood, ſeemed extin- 
guiſhed. Men threw off Humanity, and Wo- 
men had neither Compaſſion nor Modeſty. 
The Queen Mother and her Ladies took 
Pleaſure to look upon the moſt deteſtable Ob- 
jects, and greedily beheld ſome obſcene and 
Indecent Sights; but it is not fit to write all 
that was then done. About Nine of the Clock 
the King ſent for the King of Navarre and 
the Prince of Conde, and told them he was 
forced to uſe that ſevere Remedy to put an 
end to a and — and had therefore 
þ 23 


# 4r ] 
deſtroyed 1 whom he could not induce to 
obey: And for them, tho' he had good Rea- 
ſon to hate them mortally, ſince they had led 
on a Rebellion againſt him, yet in conſidera- 
tion of their Blood and Alliance, he was re- 
ſolved to ſpare them if they would change 


their Religion, otherwiſe they muſt look for 


No better Uſage than their Servants had met 
with. The King ſpake this with great Rage, 
ſo that the King of Navarre being terrified, 
ſaid, That, if the King would fave their Lives, 
and leave them their Conſciences free, they 
ſhould in all other things be commanded by 
him. But the Prince of Conde anſwered more 
boldly, that he might diſpoſe of his Life and 
Eſtate as he pleaſed, but for his Religion, he 
owed an account of it to God alone, from 
whom he had received the Knowledge of it. 
This reſolute Anſwer put the King in ſuch a 
Rage, that after de had treated him with 
moſt abuſive Language, he ſwore, That if 
he did not change within three Days, he 
ſhould hang for it. And fo ordered hen to 


be ſtrictly guarded, At the ſame time there 


were Expreſſes diſpatched over all France, to 
ſet on the People both in the Towns and Coun- 
try, to imitate the Example of the Pariſians 
and deſtroy the Hereticks. Yet the King ei- 
ther out of ſome Remorſe or Shame, wrote 
to his Ambaſſadors and the Governors of the 
Provinces, that fame Day: That the Duke 
of Guiſe, and others that adhered to him, ha- 
ving a great Intereſt in the City of Paris, and 

* appre- 
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apprehending that the Admiral's Friends were 
reſolved to revenge his Wound, had therefore, 


both to ſecure themſelves, and to proſecute 


their former Quarrels, raiſed the City of Pa- 


1 77s; and had broke thro' the Guards ſet to 
defend the Admiral, and killed him, and ma- 


ny other Perſons of Quality; the Rage of the 
People being ſuch, that the King's Guards 


could do nothing to repreſs it: Therefore he 


was forced to keep himſelf within the Lou- 


vre, but had, as ſoon as was poſſible, quieted 


he Town ; ſo that all things were put in or- 
der again ; and he was reſolved ſtill to main- 
tain his Edict, made for the free Exerciſe of 
their Religion. Veremundus has printed the Co- 


pies of the Letters, directed to the Governors 


of Burgundy and Tourain, and to the Town 
of Bourges, with the Memorial ſent to the 
S207ſs Cantons, all to the ſame Purpoſe, bear- 


ing Date the 24th of Auguft. * And in ano- 
ther Letter the King wrote, That he had 
made up a new Agreement with the King of 


Navarre and the Prince of Conde, and was 
refolved to run the ſame Hazard with them, 
for revenging the Death -of his Couſin the 
late Admiral. But the Houſe of Guz/e would 


not bear this, and made the King own, that 


all was done by his expreſs Orders. So on the 


| ab Auguſt, the King went to the Court 


of Parliament, and after an invidious Repeti- 
tion of all the Troubles of his Reign, which 


l yet, he faid, he intended to have quieted by 


"© Mezeray. + 
the 
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the late Treaty of Peace, he diſcovered that 
the Admiral had conſpired to kill him, his 
Brothers, and the King of Navarre, to ſet 
up the young Prince of Conde, whom he alſo 
deſigned afterwards to kill, that ſo the whole 
Royal Family being deſtroyed, he might make 
himſelf King: and ſince extreme Diſeaſes re- 
quired extreme Remedies, he was forced to do 
what he had done; and concluded, that all 
was done by his expreſs Order and Command. 


 Thuanus the Father, tho' he abhorred the 


thing, yet, out of Fear and Compliance, made 
a baſe flattering Speech, of the neceſſity of 
Diſſimulation in Princes, and did much com- 
mend that Saying of Lewis XI. He who knows 
not how to Diſſemble, knows not how'to Reign. 
And P:brac the Attorney General moved the 
King, that the Declaration he had made, 
might be entred in their Regiſters, and that 
ſtrict Orders might be given, to put an end 
to the Blood and Confuſion with which the 
City was filled: Both which the King or- 

dered to be done. The Declaration which 
was thereupon publiſhed on the 28th is print- 
ed by Veremundus. By it the King charged 
. all Perſons, under pain of Death, through the 
whole Kingdom, to do no Injury to i Pro- 
teſtants. And at the ſame time declared it 
capital for the Proteſtants to have any Aſſem- 
blies. This was believed to be done rather on 
deſign to deſtroy, than fave the Hugonots: 
That they being out of Apprehenſion of Dan- 


er, might ſtay all at home, and ſo be more 


1 eaſily 
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751 maſſacred. On the 28th of Auguſt, a 
ubilee was granted to all, who had been in 

Butchery ; and they were commanded to 
o:every where to Church, and bleſs God for 
Succeſs of that Action. So little relent- 
ing had they, after all theſe black Crimes, 


: that they imagined they had done God good 


ice: And to that Height did their Impu- 
ence riſe, that they preſumed to 1 to 


that merciful Being, who abhors cruel and 


blood-thirſty Men, and that with Hands not 
only defiled with Blood, but boaſting of it as 
a Sacrifice offered to God, which had been a 
fitter Oblation to him that was a Lyar and a 


Mur derer from the beginning, than the God 
* © "Truth, and Father of Mergies. 


One remarkable Paſſhge fell out, ' which 


occaſioned much Diſcourſe, and was variouſly 


conſtructed by the ſeveral Parties. On the 
Day of the Maſſacre, about Noon, a white 
Thorn i in the Church-yard of the 1 nnocents, 
that wasalmoſt dead, and had no Leaves on it, 
flouriſhed all of a ſudden, This was publiſh- 
ed through the Streets of Paris, as a Sign, 


that Heaven approved their Actions, and was 


: made uſe of to animate them to new Heats 


in their Cruelty: For every one was ſet on 
to kill one or other, that he might be honour- 


ed with the fight of ſo unuſual a Thing. 


Some thought it might come from the Na- 
ture of the Tree, and it was ſaid, ſuch things | 


Were not extraordinary in Trees of that 


Sjod, a little before * became quits 


1 


dead. Others believed it might be the Trick 


of ſome Monk, who pouring either hot 


Water or ſome prepared Water at the Root 
of it, might have done the Feat But the 


Rabble did univerſally aſcribe it to ſome mi- 


raculous Cauſe, only they differ'd about that 


to which it referr d. The Proteſtants ſaid it 
ſignified their Innocence, and that a new - 


Troop of Innocents, were ſent to Heaven, 


and therefore the Tree in the Church-yard 
of the Innocents flouriſhed afreſh. The Pa- . 


Hits ſaid, it fignified the Joy in Heaven at 


that Day's Work, and that the Church was 


to flouriſh again by the Death of the He- 


reticks, 


But leaving theſe Deſcantings on ihn ſee. 


ming Miracle, Morvillier, that was Lord- 


Keeper, adviſed, That for juſtifying or at 


leaſt mitigating the Cenfiing that. might be 
made on theſe Proceedings, there ſhould be 
a Proceſs carried on againſt the dead Admiral, 


to prove him guilty of the Conſpiracy againſi | 
the King and the Royal Blood; and there 
were ſome few Proteſtants kept Priſoners, who 


had been taken out of the Engliſh Ambaſſa- 


9 
- 9 mo 
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1 ande, and ſpent the whole Week 1 in ſhed- 


dor's Lodgings, whom to fave themſelves, they 
hoped might be brought to accuſe the Ad- 
miral. But while this Mock-Proceſs was 
making, there was a real Proſecution of the 
like Cruelties in many other Parts of France. 

At Meaux a little Town not far from Pa- 
ris, they began on the 2 5% of Auguft, being 
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ding more Blood. They killed two hundred; 


many of thoſe were Women, whom they 
forced before they murdered them. At 


 Troye in Champaine, about the ſame Number 
were killed, At Orleans a thouſand were alſo 


killed: Six or ſeven hundred at Roan, tho 
the Governor did what he could to hinder it. 


At Bourges, Nevers, and Charite all they found 


were killed. At Tholouſe two hundred were 
killed. At Bourdeaux, they were for ſome 
Time in ſuſpence, being afraid of the Rachel- 
lers; but the Prieſts did ſo inflame the Mul- 
titude, that the Governour could not reſtrain 


their Rage longer, than the beginning of 


October; ſo then they maſſacred all that they 
could find. This beginning, was followed 
by all the Towns on the Garvinne. But 
next to Paris, Lions was the Place where 
the moſt Garbaroys Cruelties were acted. 
The Governour had a Mind to fave the Pro- 
teſtants, and gathered together about fix or 
ſeven hundred of them, whom he lodged 
in ſeveral Priſons that ſo he might preſerve 
them: And to give the People ſome content, 
he granted them the Pillage of their Houſes. ' 
But they were ſo heated by the Clergy, and 


by ſome that were ſent from the Court, to 
promote the Maſſacre every where, that that 


they broke open the Priſons and murdered 


them all, dragged their Bodies thro' the Streets, 
and opened the Bellies of the fatteſt of them, 
to ſel] their Greeſe to Apothecaries. And when 


they could do no more, they threw them into 
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the River of Rhoſne, which was coloured with 4 


the Blood, and filled with the Carcaſes of 


the ſlain, Theſe Examples were followed 
In many more Places, but deteſted by others, 
who were not Papiſts enough, to overcome 
Nature and all Morality, The Governors 
in ſome Places reſtrained the People; and in 
many Places the Soldiers, tho* more inured 
to Blood, defended the Proteſtants from the 
| Rabble, that were ſet on by the Prieſts. The 
| Anſwer the Governor of Bayonne made, 
deſerves to be remembred, who wrote to the 
King in theſe Words. {3 


ä 
Have communicated your Majeſty's Com- 
' {| mand to the Inhabitants of the Town, and 
the Soldiers of the Garriſon. I find many good 
Citizens and brave Soldiers, but never @ 
Hangman here: And therefore in their 
Name and my own, I humbly beg your Maje- 
fly would employ our Arms and Lives in 
Things, which are poſſible for us to do, how 
dangerous ſoever they may be, and we will 
hend the laſt drop of our Blood in your 


Service. 


This gave great Offence at Court *, and 

ſoon after, both he and the Count of Tendes, 
Governor of Provence, who had alſo given 
Orders, that there ſhould be no Maſſacre 
made within his Juriſdiction, died very 


x Mezeray. i 
ä ſuddenly: 


1 
ſaddenly : And it was believed they were 
both poiſoned, In all there were, as Thu- 
anus ſays, thirty thouſand maſſacred over 
France; tho he believes they were not quite 
ſo many, Mezeray * eſtimates them at five 
and twenty thouſand. But Perefxe ſays, 
that over all France, near an hundred thou- 


ſiand were butchered. And Veremundus lays, 


that beſides thoſe that were killed, an hun- 
dred thonſand Perſons were ſet a begging, 
moſt of thoſe being Widows and Orphans. 
Many of them fled to the Places of Strength 
in France, and great Numbers went out of 
the Kingdom. For when they had eſcaped 
the firſt Rage of the Maſſacre, they clearly 
perceived the Defign of their Enemies was 
to extirpate them Root and Branch. And 
tho' the King at firſt declared he would ob- 
ſerve the Edict inviolably, they had learned 
from fad Experience, how little his Faith 
was to be depended on, and they were fur- 
ther convinced of it by freſh Proofs. For 
the King preſſed the King of Navarre, and 
the Prince of Conde very hard, to change their 0 
Religion: The former was tractable and 


hearken'd to Inſtruction; but the latter con- 


tinued reſolute and would hear nothing. 
This put the King once into ſuch a Rage, 
that he called for his Arms, and was going 
in Perſon, either to kill him, or ſee him 
killed; had not his virtuous Queen, who 
had been inſtructed by her Father, to abhor 
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all -eruel Proceedings about Religion, caſt 
herſelf at his Feet, and with many Tears 


diverted him from ſo ignominious an Action. 
But he ſent for him, and (aid only theſe three 


Words to him, Maſs, Death, or the Baſtil. 
Yet he generouſly reſolved to ſuffer Death, 
or perpetual Impriſonment, rather than go 
to Maſs, had they not found out a Tool fit 

to work on him. One Sureau des Ropers, + 
that had been Miniſter of the Proteſtants at 
Orleans, had now, to fave his Life, changed 
his Religion: Bur to have ſome Reputation 
in it, pretended that he reſolved to have 


. done it ſooner, tho', when that Fear was 
over, he returned to them again, but was 


never much conſidered after that. He was 


therefore employed to. perſuade the Prince 
of Gonde: And what by his Endeavours, and 
what by Fear of Death, both the King of 
Navarre and he went to Maſs, and wrote 
Letters full of Submiſſion and Obedience to 
the Pope; tho' they were no ſooner out of 
that Snare, than they declared, that what had 
. 5 
I.his being done, the King ſent his Orders 
over all France, bearing Date the 224 of 
September, to turn all Perſons out of any 


been obtained of them, was extorted by 


conſiderable Imployments, that would not re- 


nounce their Religion, and a long Form of 
Abjuration was ſent 


. 
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be che Teſt ; both which are printed by 2 | 
remundus. | 

The Proceſs again the Admiral was car- 
ried on before the Parliament of Paris, and 
(without any Proofs that ever were publiſhed) 


| they. on the 27 of October * judged him 


« puilty of a Conſpiracy againſt the King 
* and his Crown: And therefore ordained 


* his Body to be hanged, if it could be found; 


* or if 2245 that he ſhould-be hanged in Ef- 
« fipy : His Houſe of Cbaſtilion to be razed, 


_ 450 a Pillar ſet up with an Inſcription to 


% defame his Memory; his Blood was alſo 
pe attainted, and his Children declared ignoble 
and incapable of any Privileges in France. 

And the Sentence concluded with an Order, 


15 celebrating St. Bartholomew's Day in all 


ime coming, with Proceſſions and publick 


Thankſgivings for the Diſcovery and Puniſh- 


ment of that Conſpiracy. There were alſo 
two other Perſons of Quality, Cavagnes and 


Briquemaut, who had been dealt with to ac- 


FW the Admiral, but they would not fave 
emſelves by ſo baſe a Ranſom; ſo they 
re both condemned as Complices with 


him. But when the Sentence was pronounced 
| "Oh them, Thuanus, that was an Eye- 


itneſs, fays, Briquemaut cried out, when 


Le that Part of the Judgment was read chat con- 
"cerned his Children; Ah Innocents! wha? 


have they done? And then he, who for fifty 
Years rogers had ſerved 1 in the Wars, with 
a high 


15 
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2 high and approved Valour, being then ſe- 


venty, what for Fear of Death, what out 


of Pity to his Children, would have done 


any thing, to have ſaved himſelf. He ſent 
the King word, firſt that he would put Roche] 
in his Hands, if he would ſpare his Life: 
But that being rejected, he offered to accuſe 
the Admiral, to preſerve himſelf. But neither 


was that conſidered. All that while, his 


Fellow-Sufferer Cavagnes continued moſt ſe- 
rious in his Devotions, and for three Hours 
together, was either praying or reciting ſome 
Plalms; and expreſſed no Concern for his 
Life, his Thoughts being wholly employed 
about Eternity. | He encauraged Briquemaut 
to die as he had lived, and to turn himſelf 
to God, and not to ſtain ſo honourable a Lite, 
as he had led, with an ignominious End. 
And he ſeeing he muſt die, recollected his 
Thoughts, and ſeemed aſhamed of his for- 


mer abject Behaviour, and compoſed and 


prepared himſelf for Death. They both were 
carried to the Place of Execution in Hur dles, 
where they not only ſuffered the Reproaches 


* 


of the Multitude, as they went along (who 


threw Filth and Clay at them with their 
'_ - moſt ſcurrilous Language) but Death itſelf | 


with much Chriſtian Patience and Magna- 
nimity. They were hanged at the Greve, 
and their Bodies, after they were dead, were 
barbaroufly mangled by the cruel Multitude. 
With them the brave Admiral was hanged 
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in Effigy, whoſe Innocence, as well as their 


own, they did to their laſt Breath aſſert. 


The King, who delighted in ſuch bloody 
Spectacles, did not only look ory himſelf, 


with the Queen-Mother, and the Court; but 


forced the King of Navarre likewiſe to be 


a Witneſs of it. 8 224% 
It is needleſs to ſay much, for evincing 


the Admiral's Innocence, for all the Writers 


of the Time acknowledge, the Proceſs was 


only to cover the Infamy of the Maſſacre. 


And Thuanus has ſo fully demonſtrated it,, 


that none can ſo much as doubt of it. If 


5 the Admiral had a1 ny ſuch Deſign, why came 
be to Court? Why 0 Paris, where he knew 


he had few Friends, and a vaſt Number of 


mortal Enemies? and why did he deſire a 


Guard from the King? But ſince they could 
not find a better Colour for ſo foul a Buſineſs, 


they muſt make uſe/of the beſt they had. 


They took another Courſe to ſtop the Queen 
of England s Reſentments, who, beſides the 
the common Caule of Religion, bad a parti- 


cular Eſteem for the Admiral, for they ſhew'd 


'a Memorial, which he had given the King 
to perſuade the War in Flanders, to Walſing- 
ham (the ever renowed Secretary of State) then 
"her Ambaſſador in France: In which one of 
the Reaſons was; * That if the King would 
not receive theſe oppreſſed Provinces into 


* his Protection, they would throw them- 


„ ſelves into the — of ths s Hands; 
« and | 


- 
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and if the Engliſh made themſelves Maſters 
« of them, or of any conſiderable Ports in 


te them, they would be again uneaſy and 


s 


* 


wo 


formidable Neighbours to France, which 


would thereby loſe the great Security they 
had in taking Calais out of their Hands, 
When Walſingbam read this, and was aſked, 
What he thought of the Admiral's Friendſhip 
to his Miſtreſs? he anſwered, as became ſo 


great a Man, That he could not ſay much 


of his Friendſhip to the Q. of England, 

but he was ſure, it appeared from that, 

* whata faithful Subject he was to the King 
of France, 


A Week after this was ; done, the King 


compleated the Treachery of this Procedure: 
for by his Letters directed to the Governors 
of the Provinces, bearing date the 34. of 
MVovember, he declared he would tolerate 
no Religion, but the Roman Catholick in all 
his Dominions. Upon which the following 
Civil Wars began, and in Excuſe of them, 
1 ſhall only ſay, that, beſides the barbarous 
and perfidious Treatment the Proteſtants had 
now received, they had this legal Warrant 
for ſtanding on their own defence, That by 
the former Treaty the King granted them 
| Cautionary Towns, for Pledges of the Ob- 

. ſervation of the Edict. And it is certain, 
that if a Prince grants his Subjects Caution- 
ary Towns for their Security, he does there- 

, by velux their Allegiance to him, and gives 


them 
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them a right to defend themſelves, if the 
Agreement, upon which theſe Pledges were 
given. ſhould come to be broken. | 

This is the true and juſt Account of that 
foul and treacherous Maſſacre, even as it is 
"repreſented by the Hiſtorians of that Age and 
Church, who can neither deny nor excufe 
the Infamy 5 ; tho' ſome rejoiced at it, 


and others wrote in defence of it. The 
King gloried ſo much in it, that three Me- 
dals were ſtruck, to pepetuate the Memory 
of it. In one, Hercules is both with his 
Club, and a Flambeau, fighting againſt tbe 
 ſeven-headed Serpent, with this Motto, Ne 
 Ferrum temnat, femul ignis objto, On the 
Reverſe, the King with his Hand ſupports 
two crowned Pillars ready to fall, with this 
Motto, Mira fides, lapfas relevat manus una 
 Columnas. Hereby intimating, that Hereſy 
Was the Serpent, which was to be deſtroyed 
by main Force, and by Fire: And that by =— 
this Act, the King had ſupported Religion ö 
and juſtice. In the ſecond, the King ſits 
In his Chair of State, with a Sword in his 
"right Hand, and an Hand on the Head of a 
. Scepter in his left, And many Heads lying 
about his Feet, with this Motto, Virtus iu 
' Rebelles. On the Reverſe, were the Arms of 
l France, between two Pillars and two Lawrel 
Branches, with this Motto, Virtus excitavit 
8 Fuſtitiam. The third had, on the one fide, 
2 Woman environed —_ Rays, anda Book | 


Open 
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ppen in one Hand, and a Palm in the other, 

and at her Feet many Heads in Flames, with 
this Motto, /ubducendis rationibus. The 
Reverſe was the ſame with the firſt. The 


: Signification of this, was, Religion triumph- 


ing over Hereſy. 

But this was only a falfe Shew of Joy, for 
he was inwardly tormented with the Horrors 
of a guilty Conſcience, which the Effuſion 
of ſo much Blood did juftly raiſe m him ; ſo 
that being often troubled with Viſions, he was 
frequently heard ſay, Ab] my poor Subjects, 
what had you done? But I was forced to it. 
The ſtrange. manner of his Death, looked like 

a ſignal Judgment from Heaven for that bloo- 
dy Day; for after a long Sickneſs, which was 
believed the Effe of alent Poiſon given him 


by the Queen-Mother, Blood not only came 


out through all the Conduits of his Body, but 
through the very Pores, ſo that he was ſome- 
times found, all bathed in his own Blood. 
And he that had made his Kingdom ſwim 
with Blood, died thus wallowing in his own. 
All the ſervile Pens of the Lawyers, and 
the bitter ones of enraged Prieſts, were alſo 


ſet on work, to appear in Defence of it; of 


_ whoſe Writings Thuanus gives a full ac- 
count. 'One mercenary Proteſtant was alſo 
hired to excuſe, if not to defend it. I have 
never been able to meet with any of theſe 

Books, only Roſſeus, that wrote in Defence of 
= __ League, calls it the Fuſtice of St. 

| | Bart bo. 


E |: [ 56 ] 
' Bartholomew's Day. And Andreas Eudzmon 
Fobannes does alſo commend it, | 


The Arguments they uſed, have been —_ -. 


merly glanced at. The late Civil Wars, the 
pretended Conſpiracy of the Admiral, the ne- - 
ceſſity of uſing deſperate Remedies in ex- 
treme Caſes, and the Sovereign Power of 


Kings, were what the Lawyers could pre- 


tend. But the Divines had a better. Plea, 
that by one General Council, all Heretic 

were to be extirpated. And by another, 

Faith was not to be kept to them, And it 
Cannot be denied, but this is unanſwerable, 
according to the Principles of the Roman 
Church. The Proteſtants were not wanting 


to their own Cauſe, but anſwered theſe Books 


and ſufficiently diſcovered the impudent Al- 
legations of thoſe ſhameleſs Perſons, who hi- 
red themſelves out to defend fo horrid an 
Action. 5 > 3 +23 
Maximilian II. the Emperor, is the Per- 
ſon whoſe Judgment we have leaſt Reaſon to 
ſuſpect. He was the King of France's Fa- 
ther - in- law, and both by Blood and Alli- 
ance was joined to the Crown of Spain; 
yet he in a private Letter, writing to Scuendi 
his chief Miniſter in Hungary, has delivered 
his Senſe of this matter ſo ſincerely and fully; 
and that whole Letter is fo excellently well 
| written, and ſhews ſo much true Piety, and 
| fo rare a Temper of Mind, that I ſhall not 
| 2 Pag. 136. i 
_ 3 


Fear the Reader's MF x Pl : edi it at 


its full length b. It is but in one Book that 
1 know, and chat! is Very ſcarce, ” 
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2 D ar Scans: 


5 oy F ae beſt what is healthful and pro- 
« fitable, and what is hurtful to me: I do 


6 patiently and cheerfully acquięſce in his 


« Divine Pleaſure. And indeed Matters go 


« ſo in this World, that. a Man can have lit 


« tle Pleaſure or Quiet in them: for every 


3 ce Where there 1 18 nothing to be found but 
cc Trouble, T reachery, and fout Dealing. 


© God Pity us, and eller his Church from 
40 theſe Micchiefs If were no wonder, if 
7h from ſuch a Proſpect of Affairs, a Man 


c ſhould become ſtapid or mad, of which I 


te could ſay much 5 you. „ begin to reco- 
40 ver, and am now ſo ſtrong, "that I walk 


" about with a Stick. God be bleſſed 1 in all 


te his Works. 

24 For that ſtrange thing which the Freiich 
6 have lately ated, molt ty rannicaly, a againft 
. the Admiral and his Friends, 4 am far 


£ Hoy. approving it: and it was a great 


11 Wes 


© Comin Colle&io, 8. * 
"i ain Ty 4. Grief . 


Received your Letter, wry ok ! in ooh 
«| part. your Chriſtian and friendly Con- 
« dalence for my late Sickneſs. The eter- 
7 nal God, in whoſe Hands are all things, 
do with me according to his Will. I bleſs 
_ « him for every thing that befals me. He 


/ 


- 
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ie <« well, the Matters of Religion are not to be 
te handled or decided by the Sword: and no 


ce tho' I know that others reign rather than 
* he; yet that is not ſufficient to excuſe. 
< him, nor to palliate ſuch a Wickedneſs, I 
0 would to God he had aſked my Advice, 1 
« J ſhould have given him faithful and . | 
« therly Counſel, and he ſhould never have 


0 
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© Grief to me, to hear that my Son-in-Law 
* had been perſwaded to that vile Maſſacre; 


« had my Conſent to this Crime, which 
00 has caſt ſuch a Blemiſh on him, that he 
6c will never waſh 1 it off. 


God forgive them that lie under ſuch 
ct Guilt. I apprehend within a little while, 


ee they ſhall perceive what they have gained by 
66 this Method. For indeed, as you obſerve 


Man can think older il that is either pious 


« or honeſt, or defirous of Publick Peace and 
cc Happineſs. Far otherwiſe did Chrift teach, 
e and his Apoſtles inſtruct us; thei Sword 
« was their Tongue, their Doctrine, the 


4 Word of, and a Life worthy of Chriſt. 


dc Their 


ce Chriſt. 


« Beſides, that mad fort of People might 
e have ſeen after ſo many Years Trials, and 
"y ſo many Experiments, that by t their Cruel- 


er ties, Puniſhments, Slaughters 'and Burn- 


*« ings, this Buſineſs cannot be effected. In a 


.*6 Wo Their Ways do not at all pleaſe me, 


mY nor 


Example ſhould draw us to follow 
44 them, in ſo far as they were Followers of 


iN: 


U 


0 


* 


« And yet I ſhall not conceal from you; 
that ſome Impudent and lying Knaves, 
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nor can Lever be induced to approve them, 
unleſs I ſhould become mad or diſtracted; 
which I pray God earneſtly. to preſerve 


me from. 3 


have given out, that whateyer the French 


have done, was by my Knowledge and 


Approbation. In this I appeal to God, 


who knows how deeply 1 am injured by 


it ; but ſuch Lies and Calumnies are no | 


hw things to. me, I have been often 


forced to bear them formerly: and in all 
ſuch Caſes, I commit myſelf to God, who | 


te knows. in his own good time; how to cleat 


Co, 


would not follow my Counſel, ſo that 1 


me, and vindicate. my Innocence, 8 
« As for the Netherlands, 1 can as little 
approve of the Exceſſes committed there. 
And I do well remember how often 1 
wrote to the King of Spain, Advices far 


different from thoſe they have followed. 


But what ſhall I ſay? The Counſels of 


the Spaniards. reliſhed better than mine. 


They now begin to ſee their Error, and 
that they themſelves have occaſioned all 
the Miſchief that' hath fince followed. I 
had a good end before me, that theſe no- 


ble and renown'd. Province might not be 


ſo miſerably deſtroyed, And tho” they 


may well be excuſed. 7 5 meddling any 


kor, me T0 not give over, but am fin- 


» e cerely 
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cerely pteſſing them all 1 can to follow 


another Method, 5 


« God grant I may ſee the withed- for 


Effect of theſe Endeavours, and that Men 
may be at leaſt ſatisfied with what they 


have done, and may uſe:no more ſuch vio- 
Tent Remedies, In a word, Let the Spa- 
niards or the French do what they will, 

they ſhall be made to give an Account of 
'« their Actions to God, the Righteous and 


Juſt Judge. And for my part, by the 
Help of God, I ſhall carry myſelf honeſtly, 
chriſtianly, and faithfully, with all Can- 


dour and Uprightneſs; and I hope God 
will fo aſſiſt me with his Grace and Bleſ- 
ſing, that I may approve all my Deſigns 
and Actions, both to him and to all Men. 


And if I 90 this, J little re gard a Wieked | 
and malicious World. ” 


How the reſt of the World Kaka on this 


Action, may be eaſily gathered from the In- 


clinations and Intereſts of the ſeveral Parties. 
That all Proteſtants did every where abhor it, 


and hold the Remembrance of it, ſtill in De- 


teſtation, needs not be doubted. All that 
were noble or generous in the Roman Church 
were aſhamed of it, but many extolled it to 


the Heavens as a Work of Angels; and 
others did caſt the Blame of it on the Pro- 

teſtants. The Court of Spain rejoiced open- 
dt it. T Frey 9 in the ſhedding of 


- Prote- 
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Proteſtant Blood, and were alſo glad to ſee 
France again embroiled, and to be freed 
of the Fears they had of a War in Flan- 


ders. In which if the French King had en- 


gaged, he had in all Appearance conquered 


in one Year, that for which his Succeſſors 


| have been ſince ſighting a whole Age. 


But let us next examine how the Tidings of 


this Maſſacre were received at Rome, by which 


we may judge -how fitly that Part of Anti- 


chriſt's Character, of being drunk with the 
Blood of the Saints, agrees to it. * The News 


was brought thither the 6 of September, 


upon which a Conſiſtory of the Cardinals 
was preſently called, and the Legate's Letter, 
that contained a Relation of the Maſſacre, 


being read, they went ſtraight in a Proceflion 
Mark's Church, where they offered 


up their ſolemn Thanks to God for this great 
Blefling to the See of Rome, and the Catho- 
lick Church. And on Monday following, 

there was another Proceſſion made by the 
Pope and Cardinals to the Minerva, where 
they had high Maſs, and then the Pope grant- 


ed a Jubilee to all Chrifendom: And one of 


the Reaſons was, That they ſhouw thank ? 
God fo the Slaughtez of the Enemies of 


the Chuzch, lfelp- executed in Fance. 
Two Days afterl that, the Cardinal of Lor- 


rain, had another great Proceſſion of all the 
| Chigy, the Ambaſſadors, 2 and the 


a Thoanus, 


| Pope | 


. | * 62 1 3 / 
Pope himſelf; who came to St. Lew:s Chez ; 
pel, where the Cardinal celebrated Maſs him- 

felf. And in the King of France's Name he 

thanked the Pope and the Cardinals for their 
good Councils, the Help they, had given him, 
and the Aſſiſtance. he. received from their 


Prayers, of which he had found .moſt won 


"derful Effects. He alſo delivered the King's 
Letters to the Pope, in which he wrote, 

That more Hereticks had been deſtroyed in 
that one Day, than 1 in all the twelve Years of 
the War*®, 

Nor did the Pope think there was yet Blood 
enough ſhed, but that which all the World 
condemned as exceſſive Cruelty, he appre- 
bended was too gentle. Therefore he ſent 
Cardinal Ur/7: his Legate in all haſte to 
France, to thank the King for ſo great, a 
Service done to the Church, and to defire 
him..to go on, and extirpate Hereſy Root 
and Branch, that it might never grow again. 

In order to which, he was to procure the 
Council of Trent to be received in France; 


and as the Legat paſſed thro' in his Jour- 


ney to Paris, he gave a plenary Abſolution 
to all that had been Actors in the Maſſfacre. 
I The beſt Picture-drawers and Workers of 
Tapiſtry were alſo put to work to ſet off 
| this Action with all poſſible Glory, and a 
|  Sute of theſe Hangings are to this Day in 
4 the Pope s Chapel. So well do they like the 
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thing, 
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thing, that 2 preſerve the Remembranee | 
of it ſtil; eyen in the Place of their Wor- 
ſhip. Such a Repreſentation does indeed 
very well agree with their Devotion, whoſe 
Religion and Doctrine led on their Votaries 
to the thing ſo expreſſed. By this we may 
eaſily gather what is to be expected from 
that Court, and what we ought to look for, 
whenever we are at the Mercy of Men, 
whoſe Religion will not only bear them 
through, but ſet them on to commit the moſt 
preacherous and bloody Maſlacres. 
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